NC State Email Invitation to Participate in Focus Group (eIRB # 25773)

Initial Email Correspondence:

Good afternoon! 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are an interdisciplinary research team from North Carolina State University.  We are contacting you today because we need your feedback for a research project supported and funded by NC Department of Transportation (NCDOT). This effort focuses on understanding how innovative transportation design strategies along languishing auto-oriented commercial highways can catalyze and support walkable mixed-use development in suburban communities. We will do this through a an “experts only” focus group (i.e., no general public) over Zoom.  
 
Your input will help us to understand how novel intersection design strategies developed through this study can be used to modify existing suburban highways and create a bone structure for walkable development. Your insights will give the researchers, NCDOT, and communities across the state a new suite of tools for addressing transportation in relation to housing affordability, economic development, social equity, congestion, climate change, and community building. You will also have the opportunity to learn about new strategies that may help your professional work as you will also interact with other experts (e.g. real estate developers, planners, traffic engineers, urban designers etc.) influencing this ground-breaking national research. 

If you are interested, please check the Doodle Poll below for times that may work for you, and please follow the link below to a Consent Form.

Doodle Poll
Consent Form
 
Please see the attached invitation for further details.  Please respond to this Doodle Poll regarding those times, or different times that would work in the event we cannot get enough participants for the desired times.  All non-governmental attendees will receive a $50 Amazon gift card as a thank you. Your time is incredibly valuable to us and we really appreciate your participation providing us with thoughtful feedback and contributing to our research.

If you cannot attend but know someone of similar professional skills who might be able to, please forward this to them so they can consider it.
 
Focus groups will likely consist of 6 – 12 individuals. We will briefly explain the problems we are trying to solve, along with the innovative strategies developed to solve these problems as part of the study. We will ask you to anonymously respond to several questions, then we will instantaneously see how all focus group participants are answering these questions. There will be opportunities to discuss emerging information with the research team and other participants, as well as provide written comments. As approved through NC State’s Institutional Review Board, this focus group will be audio-recorded, and transcribed through Zoom and stored on the Zoom cloud server.
 
Thank you in advance for supporting our research and helping NCDOT to improve roadway infrastructure where necessary to support emerging walkable mixed-use areas. Please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Celen Pasalar (Co-PI) < celen_pasalar@ncsu.edu >, Chris Cunningham (Co-PI) < cmcunnin@ncsu.edu > or Tim Brock (Senior Research Scholar) < tbrock2@ncsu.edu > for any questions or further information.

